
ANAVE - Circular de Régimen Interior 
 

Madrid, 14 de septiembre de 2017 
Ref. SMA  57/2017/MH 

 
Asunto: Convenio de Lastre – Ratificación de Malta.     
 
Muy Srs. nuestros: 
 
Les informamos de que el pasado martes 12 de septiembre Malta ha ratificado el Convenio de 
gestión de aguas de lastre, con lo que son ya 65 los países signatarios, que representan el 74% 
del arqueo de la flota mercante mundial. 
 
Como consecuencia de esta ratificación, y según el artículo 18.3 del Convenio, para los países 
que lo ratifiquen después del 8 de septiembre de 2017, éste surtirá efecto 3 meses después de la 
fecha de ratificación. 
 
Sin embargo, la Autoridad Marítima de Malta ha publicado la circular que adjuntamos, en la que 
indica que los buques de Malta que entren dentro del ámbito de aplicación del Convenio deben 
cumplir con sus requisitos desde el pasado 8 de septiembre. 
 
ANAVE ya está en comunicación con la Administración de Malta para aclarar qué fecha se 
tomará para la entrada en vigor pero sugerimos a todas las empresas que tengan buques 
abanderados en este país, se pongan en contacto con el registro de Malta para aclarar cuándo 
les será de aplicación este Convenio con el fin de evitar problemas en una posible inspección. 

 
Finalmente, les recordamos que en la página web de ANAVE, en la zona de socios, pueden 
encontrar un amplio repositorio de documentos relacionados con el Convenio de Lastre, en el 
siguiente enlace. 
 
Muy atentamente 
 
 
Manuel Carlier 
Director General 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------<<< 
Confidencialidad: La información contenida en esta circular es confidencial y va dirigida exclusivamente a las empresas navieras 
asociadas a ANAVE para su uso interno. La copia o distribución pública, incluso por parte de las propias empresas asociadas, está 
en principio prohibida, salvo autorización expresa de ANAVE. En particular, queda expresamente prohibida la difusión de esta 
información por medios de comunicación pública escritos o electrónicos. Si por error recibe este e-mail se ruega su comunicación 
al remitente y su inmediata destrucción, no debiéndose enviar a otro destinatario.  
Confidentiality: The information contained in this message is confidential and addressed to ANAVE’s member companies for their 
internal use only. Any dissemination or copying of this information, even by the member companies is in principle prohibited, unless 
expressly authorised by ANAVE. In particular, it is strictly forbidden the publication of this information by public media, either 
written or electronic. If you receive this message by error then you may not copy or deliver this message to anyone , but please 
destroy this message and notify us immediately. 
 
Advertencia de seguridad: Este mensaje ha sido comprobado por un sistema antivirus interno y externo regularmente 
actualizado. En todo caso, compruebe que todos los mensajes que recibe son filtrados por su propio sistema de seguridad antes 
de su apertura.  
Security warning: This email has been scanned for viruses by our regularly updated email security systems but, in accordance with 
good computer practice, please ensure that all messages received are checked by your own security systems before opening. 

>>>-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.anave.es/envios/1626-gestion-del-agua-de-lastre-1
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL BALLAST  
WATER MANAGEMENT CONVENTION 

 
 

Merchant Shipping Notice 138 
   

Notice to Shipowners, Ship Operators, Managers, Masters, 

Owners’ Representatives and Recognised Organisations 

 
 

The Merchant Shipping Directorate would like to inform all those concerned that Malta ratified  
the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and 
Sediments, 2004 (Convention). The Convention was transposed into the Laws of Malta through 
the Merchant Shipping (Ballast Water Management Convention) Regulations, 2017. 
 
Upon entry into force of the Convention and of the Merchant Shipping (Ballast Water 
Management) Regulations, 2017, as from the 8 September 2017, all Maltese ships engaged on 
international voyages falling under the scope of the Convention shall comply with the provisions 
of the Convention and the said Regulations.  
 
Maltese ships to which the Convention applies shall manage their ballast water and sediments 
to a certain standard and according to an approved ship-specific Ballast Water Management 
Plan (BWM Plan). The BWM Plan should at least contain the elements specified in regulation B-
1 of the Convention and be developed in line with the Guidelines for Ballast Water Management 
and Development of Ballast Water Management Plans (G4). 
 
Recalling IMO Circular BWM.2/Circ.40 on Issuance of Ballast Water Management Certificates 
prior to entry into force of the BWM Convention and Ballast Water Management Plans approved 
according to the previous Resolution A.868 (20), this Administration would like to reaffirm its 
intention to apply the solutions contained therein so as to facilitate the fair and consistent 
implementation of the Convention.  
 

In view of the impracticability related to excessive workload, BWM.2/Circ.40 provides the 
possibility for vessels to trade with an unapproved BWM Plan on board for up to three months 
after the entry into force of the Convention combined though with a statement issued to the 
Company when the BWM Plan has been received for approval. Notwithstanding the above, 
ship-owners are encouraged to submit BWM Plans for approval, as soon as possible. 
Furthermore, any BWM Plans, approved in accordance with the previous Resolution A.868 (20) 
or the latest Resolution MEPC.127 (53), should remain valid until the BWM plan requires 
revision due to the installation of a Ballast Water Management System (BWMS) in accordance 
with the revised B3 regulation. 
 
As from 8 September 2017, ships to which regulation E-1 of the Convention applies should 
carry on board an International Ballast Water Management Certificate in the form provided in 
Appendix I to the Convention, valid for five years subject to annual, intermediate and renewal 
surveys and issued after a successful completion of an initial survey. Any Statement/Document 
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Merchant Shipping Directorate 

of Compliance issued prior to the entry into force of the Convention shall be administratively 
replaced with an International Ballast Water Management Certificate. 
 
In addition, ships to which the Convention applies shall have on board a Ballast Water Record 
Book in accordance with regulation B-2 which shall at least contain the information specified in 
Appendix II to the Convention.  

The compliance dates with the Ballast Water Exchange Standard of regulation D-1 and the 
Ballast Water Performance Standard of regulation D-2 are determined in regulation B-3 of the 
Convention and the Draft MEPC resolution on implementation of the BWM Convention MEPC 
71/WP.11/Rev.1, superseding IMO Resolution A.1088(28). 
 
Existing ships shall comply with the D-2 standard upon completion of:  
 
1) the first renewal survey of the International Oil Pollution Prevention (IOPP) Certificate 
pursuant to MARPOL, Annex I on or after the 8 September  2017, providing that this survey 
takes  place on or after 8 September 2019, or that the vessel has undertaken the said survey on 
or after 8 September 2014 but prior to 8 September 2017 or ; 
 
2) the second IOPP renewal survey on or after 8 September 2017, providing that the first IOPP 
renewal survey on or after 8 September 2017 takes place before 8 September 2019, and the 
vessel has not undertaken an IOPP renewal survey on or after 8 September 2014 but prior to 8 
September 2017.  
 
Ships constructed before 8 September 2017 to which the renewal survey does not apply, shall 
comply with the D-2 standard not later than 8 September 2024. 
 
Ships constructed on or after 8 September 2017, shall comply with the D-2 standard upon 
completion date of build.  
 
Ships using a BWMS shall carry on board a Type Approval certificate, in line with the applicable 
Guidelines for Approval of Ballast Water Management Systems (G8). BWMSs used on Maltese 
ships should have been  Type Approved in accordance with the procedures contained in 
the IMO Guidelines Resolution MEPC.174 (58) or MEPC.279(70), as applicable,  i.e. Procedure 
for approval of ballast water management system (G8) and MEPC.169 (57) - Procedure for 
approval of ballast water management systems that make use of Active Substances (G9).   
 

The Merchant Shipping (Ballast Water Management) Regulations, 2017, may be downloaded 
from: http://justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lp&itemid=28635&l=1 

 

 
 
Merchant Shipping Directorate                                                                          12 September 2017 

http://justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lp&itemid=28635&l=1

