
ANAVE - Circular de Régimen Interior 
 

Madrid, 21 septiembre 2019 
Ref: SMA 32 /2019/MC 

 
Asunto: IMO 2020 – ISO publica su“especificación pública” sobre los combustibles con 0,5% de 
azufre 
 
Muy Srs. nuestros: 
 
El pasado jueves, la International Standards Organization (ISO)publicó su nueva Public Available 
Specification (“especificación disponible públicamente”) para los combustibles marinos compatible con las 
nuevas normas IMO 2020.  
 
El documento, denominado,ISO / PAS 23263: 2019 "Productos del petróleo - Combustibles (clase F) - 
Consideraciones para los proveedores y usuarios de combustible con respecto a la calidad del 
combustible marino en vista de la aplicación de un máximo de 0,5% de azufre en 2020 está 
disponible a la venta en la página web de la ISO aquí. Las partes informativas del mismo documento 
pueden leerse libremente (no descargarse) aquí. 
 
Este documento trata sobre las consideraciones de calidad aplicables a los combustibles marinos con 
vistas a la entrada en vigor, en 2020, del límite máximo de 0,50% de azufre y la gama de combustibles 
marinos que se comercializarán en respuesta a los nuevos requisitos legales internacionales para reducir 
las emisiones de gases contaminantes.También define los requisitos generales que se aplican a todos 
los combustibles con 0,50% de azufre y confirma la aplicabilidad de la norma ISO 8217:2017 a esos 
combustibles. 
 
Además, contiene consideraciones técnicas que podrían aplicarse a ciertos combustibles sobre las 
siguientes características: 

• Viscosidad cinemática. 
• Propiedades de flujo en frío. 
• Estabilidad. 
• Características de ignición. 
• Finos catalíticos. 

 
También incluye, en su Anexo B, consideraciones sobre la compatibilidad de estos combustibles.  
 
La International Bunker Industry Association (IBIA) acaba de publicar una nota informativa sobre el 
documento ISO que, por su interés, adjuntamos como Anexo. 
 
En contacto con la Asociación de Operadores de Petróleo (AOP), ANAVE va a organizar próximamente 
una reunión entre armadores y suministradores de combustibles, con el fin de facilitar un intercambio 
técnico de información e impresiones sobre estos nuevos combustibles, su disponibilidad en los puertos 
españoles, etc. Oportunamente les informaremos de la fecha y lugar de esta reunión. 
 
Muy atentamente 
 
Manuel Carlier 
Director General  
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.iso.org/standard/75113.html
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso:pas:23263:ed-1:v1:en


Anexo  
Nota de la International Bunker Industry Association (IBIA) sobre la PAS 23263 
 
 
IBIA has been getting queries from several members about when ISO specifications for fuels meeting the 
0.50% sulphur limit will be available.  
 
Every time, IBIA has explained that: 
1. Existing ISO 8217 specifications will still apply, and; 
2. The Publicly Available Specification (PAS 23263) from ISO would not introduce any new specifications 
but rather help explain how ISO 8217 will continue to apply. 

The long-awaited document; “ISO/PAS 23263:2019 Petroleum products — Fuels (class F) — 
Considerations for fuel suppliers and users regarding marine fuel quality in view of the implementation of 
maximum 0,50 % sulphur in 2020” has now been published and is available to purchase from the ISO 
website on this link: https://www.iso.org/standard/75113.html 
It confirms that ISO 8217 specifications still apply to fuels meeting the 0.50% sulphur limit, and provides 
technical advice on fuel characteristics that might apply to particular fuels for kinematic viscosity, cold flow 
properties, stability, ignition characteristic and catalyst fines. In addition, it provides information on how to 
consider compatibility between fuels, including test methods for checking whether fuels are compatible. 
In responses to member queries about what specifications will apply to fuels meeting the 0.50% sulphur 
limit, and when they have been asking for the “latest” or “typical” specifications for very low sulphur fuel oil 
(VLSFO) produced to meet the 0.50% sulphur limit, IBIA has provided answers that we believe may be 
useful for all our members, which we share here. 
First of all, there are no new specifications for 0.50% sulphur fuels. They can still be sold under existing 
ISO 8217 specifications, preferably the latest edition, ISO 8217:2017, as this includes some extra 
reporting requirements on cold flow properties for some distillate fuels. 
Fuels with maximum 0.50% sulphur will still need to meet ISO 8217 specifications, and they can still be 
classified in accordance with Table 1 for distillate marine (DM) fuels or Table 2 for residual marine (RM) 
fuels, which define the maximum, and some minimum, parameters limits for a number of fuel grades 
(specifications). 
It may be that instead of using RMG 380 – the most commonly used ISO 8217 specification for RM fuels 
today – many of the fuels expected to be available would be better described by using other RM 
specifications in Table 2 of ISO 8217, such as RMA 10, RMB 30, RMD 80 or RME/RMG 180 because 
many will have lower viscosity than the typical high sulphur fuel oils (HSFOs) sold today. 
For distillate fuels (DM, Table 1 of ISO 8217), we may see more DMB-grade fuels returning to the market. 
Today most distillates are sold as DMA-grade gasoil meeting a 0.10% sulphur limit, as this is the grade 
most ships use to meet the legal requirement in emission control areas (ECAs) and at berth in European 
Union ports. 
Fuel testing agencies have, between them, already tested thousands of samples of VLSFO produced to 
meet the 0.50% sulphurlimit, and have reported considerable variations in viscosity and density. Viscosity 
in the tested samples is said to typically range from 30 cSt to 380 cSt. A few samples have been 
below/above that range with lows of 6-7 and highs of up to 500 cSt reported, but these are rare. Density 
has been seen in a range of 850 to almost 998, with most above 900 kg/m3 which puts them firmly into the 
Table 2 (RM) specifications. 
IBIA would like to remind all stakeholders that there is plenty of advice on dealing with this expected 
variety of fuel characteristics in the recently published Joint Industry Guidance on the supply and use of 
0.50% – sulphur marine fuel. 

Source: IBIA 
 

https://www.iso.org/standard/75113.html
https://ibia.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Joint-Industry-Guidance-on-the-supply-and-use-of-0.50-sulphur-marine-fuel-1.pdf
https://ibia.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Joint-Industry-Guidance-on-the-supply-and-use-of-0.50-sulphur-marine-fuel-1.pdf


 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------<<< 
Confidencialidad: La información contenida en esta circular es confidencial y va dirigida exclusivamente a las empresas navieras 
asociadas a ANAVE para su uso interno. La copia o distribución pública, incluso por parte de las propias empresas asociadas, está 
en principio prohibida, salvo autorización expresa de ANAVE. En particular, queda expresamente prohibida la difusión de esta 
información por medios de comunicación pública escritos o electrónicos. Si por error recibe este e-mail se ruega su comunicación 
al remitente y su inmediata destrucción, no debiéndose enviar a otro destinatario.  
Confidentiality: The information contained in this message is confidential and addressed to ANAVE’s member companies for their 
internal use only. Any dissemination or copying of this information, even by the member companies is in principle prohibited, unless 
expressly authorised by ANAVE. In particular, it is strictly forbidden the publication of this information by public media, either 
written or electronic. If you receive this message by error then you may not copy or deliver this message to anyone, but please 
destroy this message and notify us immediately. 
 
Advertencia de seguridad: Este mensaje ha sido comprobado por un sistema antivirus interno y externo regularmente 
actualizado. En todo caso, compruebe que todos los mensajes que recibe son filtrados por su propio sistema de seguridad antes 
de su apertura.  
Security warning: This email has been scanned for viruses by our regularly updated email security systems but, in accordance with 
good computer practice, please ensure that all messages received are checked by your own security systems before opening. 
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